[image: image1.jpg]ONL JJ\ =




Bonus Lesson

Jesus Is Born
Genesis 3; Luke 2:1-20; 

Matthew 2:1-12
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Bible Words: “God loved the world 

so much that he gave his one

and only Son” (John 3:16).

Children will

• know that Jesus is the Son of God.

• feel a sense of awe because of who Jesus is.

• worship Jesus and tell others about Him.

Children will accomplish the goals when they

• explore ways to worship Jesus.

• tell about Jesus’ birth. 

• memorize John 3:16.

• tell what is special about Jesus.

• worship Jesus, God’s Son.

What is this story about?

A Christmas Worship Center
Supplies

small table, Bible, string of Christmas lights, small doll wrapped in a plain white blanket, manger with hay (can be a plain brown box filled with shredded brown paper)

Gather the children around the collected items. We celebrate Christmas to remember the day Jesus was born. We have some items here that will help us worship Jesus. How can these things help us worship Jesus? Let the children respond. Suggest these ideas only as needed. The Bible tells us how special Jesus is. Jesus was given a special name. Angels announced Jesus’ birth. People came to worship Jesus. Jesus was given special gifts. The Christmas lights remind us of the special star in the sky. The baby and manger remind us where Jesus was born.
• How do you and your families celebrate and worship Jesus at Christmas? 

There are many ways to worship Jesus and tell Him how much we love Him. After our story today, we will use this worship center to sing and praise God for sending Jesus. 

Worship Jesus with Praise
Supplies

none

We can worship Jesus in many ways. What are some ways you know to worship Jesus? Let children respond. One way to worship Jesus is by singing to Him and about Him. Let’s learn a song that tells about Jesus’ birth. We’ll sing it later to worship Jesus at the worship center. 

Teach the new song “Our Savior’s Born,” and sing other songs about Jesus’ birth.


Our Savior’s Born


(Tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”)

Listen, listen, sing along


With the bells a happy song.


Hear them ringing joyfully.


Christ is born. Come and see.


Listen, listen, sing along


With the bells a happy song.

What does the bible say?

Bible Story: Let’s Worship Jesus; He Is Born!

Supplies

Bible, manger scene with figures suitable for children to handle

Open your Bible to Genesis. As you tell the story, add the figures to the manger scene. In the Old Testament book of Genesis we learn that when God made the earth and filled it with trees, flowers, and animals, He had a plan. He wanted a special place for His people to live. When everything was ready, God made a man and a woman. Their names were Adam and Eve. He loved them very much. He gave them everything they needed and a beautiful garden in which to live. 

Then something terrible happened. Adam and Eve disobeyed God. They sinned. God said they could not live in the beautiful garden anymore. He also said they would grow old and die. It was a very sad day when Adam and Eve left the garden, but God gave them a promise. He said He would send someone, a Savior, to take away sin. 

Turn to the book of Matthew. In the New Testament part of our Bible we learn that God sent an angel to tell a young woman named Mary she was to have a baby boy. The angel told her to name the baby Jesus. He would be the Savior God had promised. This baby would be the Son of God. Mary was so happy that she sang a beautiful song worshiping God for keeping His promise to send a Savior. 

Mary was going to marry a man named Joseph. The angel also visited Joseph and told him the good news about the special baby. Mary and Joseph were happy God had kept His promise to send the Savior. Mary and Joseph had to go on a long trip to Bethlehem. While they were there, Jesus was born. God’s promise came true. He sent His only Son to be the Savior. 

Mary and Joseph stayed in a stable and used an animal’s feeding box, called a manger, for Jesus’ crib. They only had strips of cloth to wrap around Him. Still they were happy the Savior was born. 

The same night Jesus was born, God sent His angels to tell the good news to some shepherds. The shepherds were taking care of their sheep when an angel visited them and said, “Do not be afraid! I have good news for you. The Savior has been born in Bethlehem. You will find Him wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.” 

The shepherds were happy God had kept His promise to send the Savior. They left their sheep and ran to Bethlehem looking for the special baby. When they found Mary and Joseph, they saw the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. What the angel had said was true. They were so happy! On the way back to their sheep, the shepherds praised and thanked God for their Savior. 

Remove the shepherds and the stable. When Jesus was born, a special star appeared in the sky. Some wise men were studying the night sky when they saw this new star shining brightly. They knew the star was part of God’s promise to send a Savior, so they followed it. It took them many months to get from their home to Bethlehem, and by that time Mary and Joseph had found a house to live in. The star led the wise men to the house where Jesus lived with His mother and father. When the wise men saw Jesus, they bowed down, gave Him their gifts, and worshiped Him. They were happy that God had kept His promise. 

Story Review: Let’s Tell About Jesus

Supplies

figures from the manger scene

Distribute the figures to the children, one figure per child. Ask the children with the figures to tell about that part of the Bible story. Ask any children without a figure to be good listeners so they can tell the story next. When the first group of children are finished telling the story, ask them to give the figures to someone who did not have one. Then ask the second group of children to tell about the story again. Challenge them to include details that were missed the first time. Continue telling the story with the figures until each child has had a turn to participate. 

• What is your favorite part of the story of Jesus’ birth? Why?

Bible Memory: Ring Out the Good News

Supplies

Bible, large jingle bell or several small ones tied together with ribbon

Bible Words: “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only son” (John 3:16).
Our Bible words tell us why Jesus was born. Open your Bible to John 3:16. Read aloud the Bible words. Read the words again in short phrases and ask children to repeat the phrases after you. 
Have the children stand and form a circle. Add these motions to help the children remember the words. 

“God (point up) 

loved (cross arms over chest) 

the world (make a large circle with both arms) 

so much (spread arms outward) 

that he gave (one hand on top of the other, palms up) 

his one (hold up one finger)
and only son” (pretend to hold a baby) 

John 3:16 

This verse tells us how much God loves us. He loves us so much that He sent Jesus to earth to be our Savior. 

Give one child the jingle bell. Ask the child to say the first word of the verse and ring the bell. The child then passes the bell to the child on his right. This child says the next word and rings the bell. Continue passing the bell around the circle, ringing it while saying the words, until the entire verse is recited. 
What does this mean to me?

Christmas Bell

Supplies

reproducible pp. 8 and 9, green or red card stock, white paper, scissors, hole punch, yarn, crayons, small jingle bells

Before class, copy the bell from page 8 onto colored card stock. Each child will need both bell pieces. Cut out the bells and cut the slit in each bell piece. Punch holes where indicated. Make enough copies of page 9 for each child to have a set of pictures. Cut out the pictures. Cut the yarn into 4" lengths, two lengths per child. 
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We’re going to make Christmas bells to remind us of the good 

news that Jesus was born. Hand out copies of the bells and

pictures.

Let the children color the pictures and the bells. Tell them they 

can glue on the pictures where indicated on the bells. Show

them how to join the two bell pieces by slipping the slits

together. Tie one piece of yarn onto the top of each bell for 

a hanger. String a jingle bell onto the other piece of yarn and tie 

it onto the bottom of the bell. Involve the children as much 

as possible. 

• The next time you hear a Christmas bell, what can you think of? (the birth of Jesus)

• What is the good news about Jesus? (He was born!)
• What are some things you know about the birth of Jesus that you can tell someone? Give the children time to respond. Include these ideas: Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus was a special baby. Jesus came to be our Savior. Wise men worshiped Jesus. Wise men gave Him special gifts. The angel told Mary that Jesus would have a special name. Angels announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds.
Let’s move our bells while we sing about Jesus’ birth. Lead the children in singing “Our Savior’s Born” and other songs about Jesus’ birth. 

Ring the Bells, Tell the Good News

Supplies

small jingle bells, yarn, scissors

Before class, string several jingle bells on a piece of yarn for each small group of children. Tie the ends of each string together.

Divide the class into teams of no more than five children. Ask the teams to line up. Place a string of jingle bells about ten feet opposite from each team. At the signal, send the first child on each team to his team’s jingle bells. Each child is to pick up the bells and shake them while saying, “Our Savior’s born. Come and see!” 

Continue until everyone has had a turn. Then repeat the relay, changing the sentence when the bell is rung. Use sentences that tell something special about Jesus, such as “Jesus has a special name,” “An angel told about Jesus’ birth,” “Wise men worshiped Jesus,” or “Jesus is God’s Son!” 

• Do you know someone who needs to hear the good news about Jesus’ birth? 

• What can you tell this person about Jesus? 

What can i do to please god?

Let’s Worship Jesus

Supplies

white construction paper, scissors, crayons, worship center with baby and manger used earlier

Before class, cut out a heart from white construction paper for each child. 

When God sent His Son to earth, the first people to know about the birth of Jesus and see Him were very happy. They showed their happiness by worshiping. Mary worshiped by singing. The shepherds worshiped by saying words of praise and thanksgiving. The wise men worshiped by giving gifts. 

Let’s worship too. We can sing. We can say words of praise. We can pray. We can give gifts. Did you know that you have a gift you can give Jesus right now? You do not need to go to the store and buy it or get a present from under your Christmas tree. This gift is with you wherever you go. It’s the love you have in your heart. Pass out the white paper hearts and crayons. Let the children decorate their hearts and print their names on them. 

Let’s go to our special worship center and worship Jesus together. You may want to collect the paper hearts and pass them out later.
First, let’s worship by singing songs as Mary did. Sing “Our Savior’s Born” and any other familiar songs about Jesus’ birth. 

Now let’s worship the way the shepherds did. Let’s praise and thank God for what He gives us. We can praise Him for His Son. What else can we praise God for? Let the children respond with words of praise and thanks for families, legs that can run, and so on. 

How did the wise men worship baby Jesus? Yes, they brought Him gifts. Here is our baby Jesus in a manger, and here are our paper hearts. Pass out the paper hearts if they were collected. Let’s put our paper hearts in this manger. The love we have in our hearts is the best gift we can give to Jesus. Have the children walk by the manger and place their hearts in the manger as their gifts to Jesus. Sing about Jesus’ birth while the children do this. Then gather the children around the manger and pray. 

bonus activitY

Snack Attack! Christmas Cookies

Supplies

sugar cookies in the shape of bells, frosting, sprinkles, paper plates, resealable plastic bags, plastic knives, drinks, napkins

Be sure everyone washes his hands. Let the children spread frosting on their cookies and decorate with sprinkles. Put some of the decorated cookies in sandwich bags for the children to take home to their families. Pray before the children eat their cookies. 

Christmas is a special time to give gifts to others. Your family will enjoy the Christmas cookies you decorated. Who gave us the best gift at Christmas time? Yes, God did, because He gave us His only Son, Jesus, to be our Savior. 
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